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NBC NIGHTLY NEWS 
11 November 1984 


6 - 19811 >= A Sovie ‘ freighter is tying 1 up tonight at the port of 
Conn to in Nicaragua. Karen, »e believe, the intelligence sources believe 12 

18 Soviet MiG-21 fighter... 


MUDD: Notice Andrea was reporting from the administration's election-nieht 
hotel headquarters in Los Angeles, leading the viewer to conclude that her 
intelligence sources were indeed from within the White House. But less than 24 
hours later, at his post-election press conference, the president himself was 
not so sure about the MiGs. RONALD REAGAN (Nov. 7, 1984): We cannot 
definitely . 

identify that they have MiGs on there, or planes of any kind. 


MUDD: And then that night, Wednesday night, all the network newscasts made 
pictures of the trucks loaded with cargo from that Soviet freighter. There 
were 

boxes, some small, some big, containing, it was said, ammunition and 
helicopters 

and military hardware but no MiGs. Mr. Secretary, where are the MiGs’ 

SEC. CASPAR WEINBERGER (secretary of Defense): Well, they're probably i n the 
same place that Andrea Mitchell was reporting they were. *We just don’t have 

any, any knowledge. This, you put on a picture of Andrea and, and said that 
she \ 

said there were MiGs, but the president didn’t seem to know where they were as 
if Andrea's statement was factual, and there has never been any confirmation 

the president said, that there were any planes aboard. Ah, there was a lot of 
ammunition. Ah; as the network photograph showed, there were a lot of heavy 


crates that could've been any one of a number of additional offensive weaDons 
supplied by the Soviets to Nicaragua. That's the critical fact. The’ fact is 


that the Soviets are supplying a great deal of heavy offensive arms to - 

1 We £ hink in ai ? at terapt to intimidate the Nicaraguan neighbors, who 
are the ones who are obviously most concerned about this. 

rL B t Hr - Secretary , it's not as if Andrea Mitchell made that up. There 
whn nKni 11 ? 61106 ’ ad y isers to the president within the administration 

upn US y ^ u PP} led that information. She doesn't spin tales. WEINBERGER: 
Well, you say 'obviously supplied* it. Again, I have no knowledge of anybody 

$ e P artmenfc in anything like a policy level or anybody in any other 
department of the government who supplied this information. Somewhere/ 
networks * 

nnn/!? S g0t h ° ld of these re P orts '> which is not, as you must know,’ 

unusual. It happens about every five minutes. It is not, however, fed out. 

is unfortunateiy picked up in ways that are, are unauthorized. It' doesn't 
constitute an attempt by the administration to lead or mislead the public. 
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